
 

 

 

25th February 2022 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
This is a joint letter from the 3 LA maintained special schools- Southall, Haughton and The Bridge School regarding 
Covid measures on return after February half term break.  This is based on the DFE information sent to schools this 
week.  
 
We sincerely hope that our pupils, families and staff have all remained well and had a settled enjoyable half term 
school break.  

You will be aware the government has revised many national restrictions in relation to COVID - 19.  On Thursday 
25th February 2022, we received  updated educational guidance from the DFE and also advice from Public Health. 
The guidance has things that schools must/should follow.  It is clear, that there will continue to be some measures 
in all schools that will remain and there are additional measures also for special schools. The information below 
reflects the must and should statements that schools need to follow which is information from DFE and Public 
Health.  Further guidance is expected during the month of March when access to testing for the general public will 
change in line with government announcements.  

We hope the below information will provide you with the key aspects, but the government guidance for schools 
and then SEND schools is published online if you wish to read it yourself.  It does have several links to other 
documents that also need to be read as well as the main document.   

Summary of information  

Please note we expect further updates particularly when access to free testing for general public ends on 1st April. 

When someone develops COVID-19 symptoms or has a positive test 

Pupils and staff need to go home or remain at home if they have the main symptoms of COVID-19. They are to 
access a PCR Test. This can be accessed still currently at local test centres or though postal deliveries. (LFD tests can 
be used but it the test is negative, and they have main symptoms they must get a negative PCR test before returning 
to school). 

If pupils or staff (staff who have direct contact with pupils) have a positive test result they are to remain at home 
for an isolation period.  For our special schools, this remains at 10 days (day 0 being the first day of symptoms or if 
no symptoms the day of the test). This is because if positive, even if someone tests negative on an LFD on day 5 and 
6, the advice is to avoid children and adults who are high risk. The list of children who are higher risk from COVID-
19 is in a section below and it highlights all or a high % of pupils who are classed as high risk are within our schools.  

If pupils or staff who have received a positive COVID-19 lateral flow device (LFD), they cannot attend school until 
the isolating period is met. 

 

Where we know of positive cases we will let you know as soon as we are able to. In our special schools we will be 
advising you to access testing that is available. 

 



What are the symptoms for COVID-19?  

The main symptoms of COVID-19 are a recent onset of any of the following: 

 a new continuous cough 

 a high temperature 

 a loss of, or change in, your normal sense of taste or smell (anosmia) 

If you have any of these symptoms you should access a PCR test. All are advised to stay at home and avoid contact 
with other people while you are waiting for the test result. Pupils and staff will not be able to attend our settings 
until a negative PCR test is received or isolation period is completed. PCR tests can for this month be accessed 
through home delivery or a local testing centre. We are expecting updated advice for special schools for April 
onwards.  

There is additional guidance for people who have been informed by the NHS that they are at highest risk of 
becoming severely unwell and who might be eligible for new COVID-19 treatments 

Other symptoms linked with COVID-19 include shortness of breath, fatigue, loss of appetite, muscle ache, sore 
throat, headache, stuffy or runny nose, diarrhoea, nausea and vomiting. Any of these symptoms may also have 
another cause. You remain advised to get a PCR test and isolate until results. Most children and young people 
with COVID-19 experience a mild illness or do not have any symptoms at all. Children who have symptoms of COVID-
19 are more likely to pass the virus onto others than those who do not 

If anyone has COVID-19 you can infect other people from 2 days before your symptoms start, and for up to 10 days 
after. You can pass on the infection to others, even if you have mild symptoms or no symptoms at all. If you have 
COVID-19 you should stay at home and avoid contact with other people. 

The advice remains that all should: 

 not attend work/school. If you are unable to work from home, you should talk to your employer about 
options available to you. Adults may be eligible for Statutory Sick Pay and some works will support 
further.  

 ask friends, family, neighbours or volunteers to get food and other essentials for you 

 not invite social visitors into your home, including friends and family 

 postpone all non-essential services and repairs that require a home visit 

 cancel routine medical and dental appointments. If you are concerned about your health or you have 
been asked to attend an appointment in person during this time, discuss this with your medical contact 
and let them know about your symptoms or your test result 

 if you can, let people who you have been in close contact with know about your positive test result so 
that they can follow this guidance 

Many people will no longer be infectious to others after 5 days. People may choose to take an LFD test from 5 days 
after your symptoms started (or the day your test was taken if you did not have symptoms) followed by 
another LFD test the next day. If both these test results are negative, and you do not have a high temperature, the 
risk that you are still infectious is much lower and people can safely return to your normal routine. However, at the 
end of the 5 days, even if tests on LFD are negative, advice is to avoid those in high risk categories and this is why 
for our schools the current isolation period before returning to school remains after day 10 – see above.  

 



Who is at high risk from coronavirus (COVID-19)- from updated guidance February 2022?  
 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) can make anyone seriously ill. But for some people, the risk is higher. 
 
Children and young people at high risk 
 
Some children and young people aged 5 to 17 are considered at high risk from COVID-19 if either: 

 They live with someone who has a weakened immune system (such as someone who has HIV, has had a 
transplant or is having certain treatments for cancer, lupus or rheumatoid arthritis) 

 They have a condition that means they're at high risk of getting seriously ill from COVID-19 

 
Conditions that mean they may be at high risk include: 

 A severe problem with the brain or nerves, such as cerebral palsy 

 Down's syndrome 

 Severe or multiple learning disabilities (or they're on the learning disability register) 

 A condition that means they're more likely to get infections (such as some genetic conditions or types of 
cancer) 

 
All children and young people who are at high risk can get a 1st and 2nd dose of the COVID-19 vaccine. 
Children and young people aged 12 to 17 can also get booster dose. Children aged 5-11 who at at high risk are likely 
to be able to access vaccine – see later information.  
 
This is why there are further measures in place in special schools.  
 
Contacts 
 
We will continue to inform parents of pupils who are contacts of known confirmed cases in school, at the earliest 
time we can. The advice from local public health is that our pupils who are contacts should access any testing that 
is available. 

Asymptomatic testing  

Pupils who are in year 7 in a special school and above are asked to continue to test twice weekly with LFD tests- 
please contact school when you require more tests.  This has been stopped in mainstream schools. Whilst 
encouraged to test, pupils can attend if they are unable to test.  

Staff in special schools continue to also be given access to LFD tests and will again be asked to test twice weekly.  

Ventilation  

We will be required to continue with the ventilation measures  

Cleaning 

We will be required to continue with the cleaning measures in place  

Face coverings 



There is no requirements to wear masks in community areas unless advised by local public health. Currently, we 
will continue to ask staff to wear face coverings in community areas but not usually in classes.  

Step up and step down measures 

For special schools, if there are 2 linked cases, there may be additional contingency measures e.g. to reduce 
contacts, increase testing etc.  

Vaccinations  

Our staff who are not vaccinated (small number who are not) will now be able to attend work if they are a contact.  
Children aged 12-17 can get their booster dose or receive first vaccine if you wish them to. 
Children aged 5-11 at high risk should be able to access vaccine and advice can be accessed on- line.  

Restricted access 

We will continue to work hard to minimise this linked to the impact of CV on staffing level and remote learning 
offers will continue in these circumstances.  

Conclusion 

We would stress that we are expecting further guidance for special schools for when the general access to free 
testing ends. When we are able to update we will.  

If anyone has any questions or queries, then please do contact us and as ever we will do our best to answer any 
questions based on the advice and information we have  

Many thanks for all your support. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Abi Martin        Gill Knox                                     Heather Davies 
Head of Southall School                Head of Haughton School         Head of The Bridge School 
(01952) 3897600)   (01952) 387540                        (01952) 387108 


