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3rd September 2021 
 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
I hope this letter finds you all well and that you have had a joyful summer holiday.  As a school we are looking forward 
to welcoming all pupils back next week as follows: 
 
6th September – Year 7 and 8 
7th September – Year 7, 8 and 11 
8th September – All pupils 
 
When pupils return to school, we are planning the following: 
 

▪ All pupils will have access to specialist rooms where Year 7 and 8s will be required to move to lessons. 
▪ Maintain stringent cleaning routines and handwashing 
▪ Year 7 and 8s will travel inside the school whilst 9, 10 and 11s will travel outside school 
▪ Some pupils will be able to eat their dinner in the hall. 
▪ Opening and closing times will revert to normal time, i.e. 9.00 a.m. to 3.05 p.m.   
▪ Large group gatherings, e.g. assembly will still be delivered through Teams 
▪ Some staff members will continue to wear masks 

 
Transport 
 
For the first week there may be some heavy traffic whilst we re-establish routines for drop-off and collection.  Parents 
can now park at the top gate and walk down to the first gate.  There will be plenty of staff on duty to show you what 
to do and where to go. 
 
Building work 
 
Over the summer holiday we have had significant building work which includes: 
 

▪ New toilet area for all pupils 
▪ Re-surfacing of the playground and installation of outdoor gym equipment 
▪ New canopies around the school 
▪ Re-modelling of some disabled toilets 
▪ Artwork in the studio 
▪ Family room created in foyer area of school 
▪ Forest School classroom 

 
I know all the building work will benefit the pupils’ school experience. 
 



 

I look forward to seeing you all next week. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Abi Martin 
Head Teacher 
 
 
 
Joint statement from The Bridge, Haughton and Southall Schools – the three Telford and Wrekin maintained special 
schools. 
  
Every school in Telford will have their own arrangements regarding how they will operate regarding COVID 19. This is 
because, whilst the government has relaxed many restrictions in England, all organisations including schools must 
assess risks in relation to health and safety and this includes COVID 19 transmission. 
 
The following section relates to all schools and must be followed by schools and the community. 
  
If an adult or child has any of the symptoms, however mild, on the government’s list of symptoms then they must: 
 
1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if they have COVID-19 as soon as possible. 
 
2. The adult or child who has symptoms must stay at home and not have visitors (self-isolate) until you get the test 
result. 
 
The national symptoms that require isolation remain as follows: 
 

▪ a high temperature 
▪ a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot, for more than an hour, or 3 or more coughing episodes 

in 24 hours 
▪ a loss or change to sense of smell or taste – this means they cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or 

taste different to normal. 
 
This means that if your child develops any of the above symptoms whilst at school, they will have to be collected and 
remain at home until they receive their PCR test results (NOT lateral flow). We have NO CHOICE in this as it remains 
part of the government requirements.  The guidance states that we need to isolate pupils who display these symptoms 
until they are collected. Please ensure that your contact details are up to date and you, or someone can collect them. 
If your child develops symptoms at home, then they must isolate until they have a negative PCR test. 
 
If the PCR test is negative, then the child/staff member can return to school/work. If the child is unable to co-operate 
with the PCR test, they will be required to isolate for the full 10-day isolation period. 
 
This also applies to staff members as it applies to all adults and children in England. 
 
Additional symptoms – Telford and Wrekin advice is that any adult or child access a PCR test if they have the following 
symptoms: 
 

▪ Headache 
▪ Sore throat 
▪ Aches and pains 
▪ Feeling very tired for no good reason 
▪ Runny nose 
▪ Sneezing 
▪ Generally not feeling well 

 



 

The above are listed as some cases of COVID-19 have not had the nationally listed symptoms but have had the above 
symptoms.  Parents can send their child to school if they are well enough or may choose to keep them at home while 
they access a PCR test and of course if they are unwell.  This will help with minimising the risk of COVID-19 
transmission. 
 
Positive test results of pupils 
 
If your child has a positive COVID-19 result, you must notify school immediately following the individual school 
information. They must isolate for the required full 10-day period as advised by Public Health. The other members of 
the household do not need to isolate, but please read the guidance in the next section on if you or your child are a 
contact of someone with COVID-19.  Work can be provided dependent if your child is well enough to do this.  
 
Contacts of those who have COVID-19 
 
The government guidance is that there is no longer a requirement to self-isolate if you are under 18 years and are a 
contact of someone who has COVID-19. For anyone over 18, then the requirement is that they do not have to self-
isolate as long as they have had 2 vaccination jabs with the second one being at least two weeks previously. All those 
who are contacts are advised to have a PCR test as soon as possible in case they have COVID-19 without symptoms. 
 
If a member of the household e.g. a parent/carer/sibling etc. has a positive test then the child can come to school if 
they do not have symptoms. If the pupil who is not positive does require the adult who has COVID-19 to directly hand 
their child over to another adult, then the pupil would not be able to attend school and this absence will be authorised. 
If your child is a contact of someone who is positive outside of the household, they can come to school if they do not 
have symptoms. 
 
The government advises that all contacts access a PCR test although they do not have to isolate whilst waiting for the 
result, however, they are advised to avoid contact where possible especially with those who are extremely clinically 
vulnerable.  You may also wish to consider enhanced testing for example for secondary age children daily lateral flow 
tests. 
 
All parents and carers are requested to inform the school if the pupil is a contact of someone with COVID-19.  
 
School staff  
 
Staff will have to follow the national guidance and will isolate if they have any national symptoms until they have a 
PCR result.  

Telford and Wrekin local Public Health have given advice asking school staff who are identified as contacts by Public 
Health not to come into work until they have had a PCR test.  If results are negative, they do not have to isolate and 
can return to work.  We will minimise the impact this may have by working with the local public health team as it 
would be a last resort that pupil’s attendance is affected by this issue.    
 
We have been immensely thankful for the support and understanding of the parent/carer community. We are 
committed to sustaining as much as possible consistency for pupils. 
 
Remote learning 
 
If a pupil is not in school, due to COVID-19 then each school will provide support in line with their policy on remote 
learning and also carry out required well-being calls. 
 
Outbreak Plan  
 
All schools must have an outbreak plan. For mainstream an outbreak is 5 related cases. In special schools, it is 2. The 
outbreak plan will be linked to local public health guidance or direction.  
 
 



 

 
 


