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26th February, 2021 

 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

I hope that this letter finds you well and that you managed to have a relaxing half term.  All the pupils have settled 

well back into school or into their home learning routine.  I would like to say a personal ‘thank you’ to all parents and 

carers who have supported us over the last few weeks and months. 

As you are aware, there was a government announcement that all pupils would return to school on Monday, 8th 

March.  I am thrilled that all our pupils will be with us from this date.   The government has renewed their guidance 

and as a secondary special school we must adhere to these. 

Testing 

We now know that pupils at secondary age will be encouraged to have a lateral flow test.  At present, we do not have 

the capacity in school to offer pupils a lateral flow test.  However, pupils will be offered home testing kits.  To distribute 

the home testing kits we will need consent from you as a parent, but I would also encourage you, where appropriate, 

to discuss testing with your child as it is important that they give consent.  To support the home testing process we 

will be publishing further guidance, videos, social stories and a consent letter.  I must stress that if consent is not given, 

then pupils will still be expected in school. 

Prior to returning to school on 8th March. we are encouraging parents to take their child to have a lateral flow test at 

the following pharmacies who will test children from 11 years and above: 

Community Pharmacies 

Name of Pharmacy  Location 

J hoots Oakengates 

Kitchings  Oakengates 

Muxton Pharmacy Muxton 

Malinslee Pharmacy Malinslee 

Late Night Pharmacy Newport 

Anstice Pharmacy Madeley 

Priorslee Pharmacy Priorslee 

Lawley Pharmacy Lawley 

 

Attendance 

From 8th March, attendance will once again become compulsory.  Pupils who are clinically extremely vulnerable who 

are shielding must continue to shield.  A home learning offer will be discussed with you in your wellbeing calls next 

week.  For pupils who are highly anxious about returning to school, please also discuss these concerns as part of your 



 

wellbeing calls.  We appreciate that all are pupils are individuals and that some may need bespoke support so that 

they feel happy and ready to come to school. 

Transport 

We will be arranging transport for you so there is no need to contact the local authority.  However, if your transport 

arrangement is different then please do let us know. 

Uniform 

We expect all our pupils to be back in full uniform from 8th March, with pupils only being allowed to wear PE kit on the 

days that they have PE. 

If you have any uniform that no longer fits, then we would accept these gratefully, as the PTA has a uniform shop for 

parents.  If there is any uniform that you require, Baker and sons are doing an online service but also check in with our 

PTA as they may have second-hand uniform that will suit your needs. 

School Day 

The school day will run the same as it was before Christmas.  It is important that we keep to these times because the 

amount of traffic that is generated often leads to traffic jams within our local community.  Our neighbours are very 

kind to us, and we need to remain considerate to them.  To refresh your memory the start and finish times are as 

follows: 

MORNINGS 

8.30 a.m. – Parents dropping off who require wrap around care – all key stages 

8.50 a.m. – Key Stage 4 transport 

9.00 a.m. – All other parents 

9.10 a.m. – Key Stage 3 transport 

 

AFTERNOONS 

2.50 p.m. – Key Stage 3 transport 

3.00 p.m. – Key Stage 4 transport 

3.10 p.m. – Parents 

3.30 p.m. – Parents requiring wrap around care. 

 

Alongside this our bubbles will also remain the same, where key stage 3 pupils will have most of their lessons taught 

from a class base whilst key stage 4 travel to their lessons. 

Covid Arrangements 

I must stress that it is important to continue with the Covid controls in school which include: 

▪ a requirement that people who are ill should stay at home 

▪ robust hand and respiratory hygiene 

▪ enhanced cleaning arrangement 

▪ active engagement with NHS Test and Trace 

▪ formal consideration of how to reduce contacts and maximise distancing. 

 

Additional to this, the guidance now states that secondary age children and staff will be expected to wear masks whilst 

in school, in both the classrooms and communal areas until at least the end of March.  As a school we appreciate that 

some of our pupils are exempt.  However, those that are not, are actively encouraged to wear a mask.  As part of the 

wellbeing calls next week, staff will be checking with you whether you wish your child to wear a mask and records will 

be kept with tutors.  Alongside this, we appreciate that many of our pupils rely heavily on facial expressions to 

understand communication and this will be part of any risk assessment considerations.  



 

 

Positive cases of Coronavirus 

 

If there are any positive tests of our staff and pupils or families, we will be directed by the Health Protection Hub. If a 

pupil or member of their household has a positive test, we would ask parents/carers to inform us immediately by 

emailing if out of hours, or phoning if during the school day.    

 

Behaviour out of school  

 

To increase the safety of all of us – pupils, parents/carers, family members and staff - our behaviour out of school is 

as important as it is in school. Please can we ask that all linked to our school community are clear on the government 

guidance and the measures to reduce the risk of transmission.   As a local authority our case rates continue to be above 

the national average and by following the guidance you are helping our school population to stay safe. 

 

Finally, I want to let you know that we are committed as a school and staff in ensuring that pupils return happy and 

calm.  We understand that this is an anxious time for all, but the Southall family will continue to support and help one 

another which is something we all excel at. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Best wishes, 

 

Abi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


