
 

Information for Parents  

Please take the time to explore our new, exciting options offer for academic year 

2020/2021 and beyond. 

Pupils must choose 1 option from the Active section, 1 from the Creative section and 1 

from the Life section. Pupils need to state their first, second and third choices out of 

each section on the google form:  https://forms.gle/FAaAy9fGmdDLZ7JE7  

Our exciting options offer will give your child invaluable transferable skills for their 

next steps, giving them opportunities for developing active, creative and life skills.   

Choices need to be made by 22nd May 2020 

Options Information 

Booklet 

Year 8 pupils 2019/20 

For the... 

2020/2021 offer 



Please choose 1 option 

During this option you will cover varying aspects of sport:    
fitness, nutrition, working in leisure, coaching, community 
sport and leadership.  

Lessons will contain classroom based theory and lots of        
opportunities to get out and experience aspects of working in 
the leisure industry.  Understanding how coaching works in  
different sports settings are important parts of the          
programme.   

Sport and Fitness—Mr Tracey 

Active  

Duke of Edinburgh Award—Mr Davies 

This is a three year programme where we aim to take students 
through Bronze and then Silver award. They will cover 4 key 
elements: 
VOLUNTARY: Projects to help the community. 
SKILLS: Opportunities to take up and learn new skills. 
PHYSICAL RECREATION: To become involved in a range of 
sports. 
EXPEDITION: To plan and organise journeys, developing team 
work, problem solving and physical skills. 
  
It is a developmental programme based on maturity, applica-
tion and strength: 
Year 9 – Sectional Awards and a day out training in the hills 
Year 10 – Bronze Award 
Year 11 – Silver Award 
  
Here are ten reasons to choose DofE, and why the award is 
worthwhile: 
Challenge yourself; Get Fit; Give something back; Self-
discipline; Make new friends; Enhance your CV; Independence; 
Teamwork; Explore somewhere new; Achievement 
  
The programme is fun, challenging, achievable, affordable and 
is designed around you, at your pace.  

Trade Skills—Mr Miles 

Trade Skills focuses on doing practical vocational projects with the 
end aim of achieving an OCNWMR Level 1 Diploma in Employability and 
Development Skills.   
As part of this qualification pupils are able to get an introduction to 
many areas of different trades including: Bricklaying, Painting and 
Decorating, Wallpapering, Floor and Wall Tiling, Plumbing, Carpentry 
and Joinery.   
The units are mainly practical work and very little written theory 
work which helps with pupil engagement in the subject.  Pupil work  
evidence is mainly captured by taking photographs.  All pupils must 
wear protective clothing such as overalls and work boots (where     
appropriate) to make sure pupils are safe at all times. 

WJEC Humanities Entry Pathways is an Entry Level course 
which combines History, Geography and Religious Studies. The 
course can be adapted to the interest of the learner. So 
if exploring the world is their thing this can be done. If 
digging into the past is more of an interest we can do this. Or 
if learning about the cultures of the world gets your attention 
this is achievable. If one of the subjects does not interest you 
do not worry we can focus on the other two subjects.  We will 
have lots of opportunities to do field work and site visits which 
is great for bringing our learning to life. 

Humanities—Ms Bailey 



Life  

Please choose 1 option 

Food and Cookery—Mr McCallum 

This course will suit those students that would like to gain  
further experience in preparation and cooking, understanding 
food safety and hygiene for practical use, nutritional 
knowledge to apply to making dishes, customer service and 
serving food and drink in an end of course event were pupils 
prepare dishes and serve to guests demonstrating service 
skills. This course consists of 30 dishes and numerous cooking 
sessions to meet the criteria for the course. There is some 
paperwork however with hard work you will be able to complete 
all tasks with minimum support. The qualification meets Entry 
Level 3 Certification. 

WJEC Entry Level Childcare—Ms Harris 

Studying childcare will be beneficial for any student who is consider-
ing working with children in the future, such as a nursery assistant, 
TA or playgroup worker. It will also be an excellent opportunity to 
develop the skills needed to care for babies and young children, in 
preparation for anyone who thinks they may have their own family in 
the future. 
  
During the course, we cover a range of topics such as; families and 
relationships, health during pregnancy and preparation for birth, car-
ing for a new-born, physical/intellectual/emotional development of 
children and the importance of play, education and childcare provi-
sions, and children’s health. We will explore these topics through 
practical work and paper-based tasks, to provide a very varied and 
interesting course.   

Wanted! People who enjoy learning in the outdoors and not in the 
classroom. 

Four challenges are at the heart of John Muir: Discover a wild 
place, Explore it, Conserve it and Share your experiences. This 
could include setting up wildlife areas on the school site, developing 
the school garden and using our polytunnel, monitoring habitats off 
site, making bat boxes and making films or vlogs of what we have 
done.  If you think this could be your thing you could achieve the 
Conserver Award. 
 
This is an exciting opportunity to get involved in local and wider 
community in a number of practical ways.  From helping create dens 
and spaces for the Forest School area and setting up fires to cook 
on, to exploring and using community leisure facilities such as indoor 
rock climbing, caving and archery to working on charity projects in 
the school such as conservation work, this course is an ideal way to 
experience the community inside and outside of the school environ-
ment. 
 

This course will suit people who are active, keen to explore new 
things in a practical way and who want to get to know what the local 
community has to offer whilst being mainly outside! 

 

John Muir and The Great Outdoors —Ms Bailey and Mr Miles 

This course is an excellent introduction to working in the Travel and 
Tourism sector. The course covers work skills, customer service, 
planning trips and visits, supported tasters of work experience in 
Travel and Tourism and event planning experience. Students will  
also learn about travelling on different modes of transport and 
planning international travel. The school has existing links with 
Shropshire Tourism and Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust.  

BTEC Travel and Tourism—Mrs Weaver-Jones 



Please choose 1 option 

This course is an excellent introduction to working in the Performing 
Arts industry. It will develop your performance skills in dance, music 
and drama. You will have many opportunities to represent the school 
at local events, go on theatre visits and take part in workshops as well 
as work alongside professional companies. You will work to develop 
self-confidence, responsibility, reliability and team work skills to help 
you become a valuable team member. 

BTEC Level 1 Performing Arts and/or Entry 3 Award—Ms Elliot 

Creative  

BTEC TECH AWARD in Creative iMedia—Mrs Wiser  

This is a BTEC TECH award This is an Entry 3 / Level 1 qualification 
and so good basic computing skills are required.  Students look at all 
aspects of film and media production, we make films, look at editing 
techniques and learn about all pre and post production techniques. 
Students are introduced to a range of essential pre-production 
techniques used in the creative and digital media, including client 
brief, time frames, deadlines and preparation technique. Students 
explore where and why digital graphics are used and the techniques 
that are involved in their creation. They apply their skills and 
knowledge in creating digital graphics against a specific brief, this 
can include making films, games and posters as well as animations.  

AQA GCSE Photography—Mr Jones / Mrs Wiser 

This course will lead to a full course GCSE in Art and De-
sign. Students build a collection of their own work through two 
main projects, choosing one theme for each, both of their own 
choice.  Pupils will study how to create digital images, study       
famous photographers and will develop their photography       
techniques in lessons, this will include visits to galleries and     
practical workshops. The course is suitable for students who really 
enjoys photography and using computers. 

This course will lead to a full course GCSE in Art. Students build a 
collection of their own work in Years 9, 10 & 11 through two main 
projects, choosing one theme for each, both of their own 
choice.  Pupils use the art computers to produce their own research 
and work in different media which can include drawing, painting, 
printing, fabrics and computer art, photography and visits to       
galleries. The course is suitable for students who really enjoy art. 

GCSE Art—Mr Jones 


