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31st January 2020 

 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 
 
Re: Social Media 
 
I am writing to you to with regards to the misuse of social media by students. We know from our discussions with other 
head teachers and senior colleagues, primary and secondary, that this is a nationwide issue. You have probably seen 
many cases reported too in the media. Recently, we have been made aware, by both students and parents, of several 
incidences of the misuse of social media, sometimes by our students and other times where our students have been 
the victims of misuse. 
 
Most of the inappropriate use of the internet is done from home or on students’ mobile devices during evenings, 
weekends and holidays. In order to prevent it happening during school hours, we ask that pupils put their mobiles into 
secure storage with their tutor teams. Staff spend a lot of time dealing with incidents which have been caused by 
interactions between pupils during evenings, weekends and holidays. School has no control over what happens 
outside of school hours. The pastoral care team are dealing with a number of these incidents, which takes their time 
away from other matters needing their time and attention. We would therefore ask parents/guardians to support school 
by closely monitoring their child’s use of the internet and social media.  

  
It should be noted that in many cases a child may put themselves at considerable risk due to the misuse of social 
media accidentally. E.g. giving personal details, publishing photographs, etc. to a ‘friend’ who then distributes this 
information more widely. They need to be fully aware of this risk. 
The responsibility for monitoring a child’s use of social media, or indeed the internet at home, must lie with 
parents/guardians. We strongly encourage you to discuss issues around this with your children. The school regularly 
invites specialists in to provide information and training events for parents. Kerry Gough, our Pastoral Care 
Coordinator/Lead DSL can provide details of this.  
 
If your child is the victim of inappropriate use, then we strongly recommend that you as a parent/guardian report the 
matter to both the website developer and to the police. As stated earlier, unless an issue manifests itself during the 
normal school day, it is not schools’ responsibility to address social media issues, which have taken place outside of 
school hours. 
However, to support you and your child the School will: 
 

 Continue, through PSHE and assemblies, to educate students of the dangers of inappropriate use of the internet 
 Continue to monitor the use of any form of ICT in normal school hours and the use of the school email system at all 

times, and will deal with anything deemed inappropriate 
 Refer anything that we believe could be defined as, or could potentially lead to, a Child Protection issue to the 

appropriate external agencies 
 Continue to support parents with advice on how to tackle inappropriate use either by their own child or others 

By working together, we can keep all our students safe and well. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

Laura Weaver-Jones 

KS Lead/ Assistant DSL 


